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NEW: E-mail image of Randolph’s Taj Mahal produces unreal 
response  
   
By Scott Huddleston  
Express-News Staff Writer  
Web Posted : 03/05/2003 5:18 PM  
   
A photo image that has been widely circulated by e-mail of a 31-plane “USA” formation of jets flying over 
Randolph AFB's famous Taj Mahal is a fake, according to base officials.  

The image, which has been sent around the country as an e-
mail attachment, often with a patriotic message, appears to 
be a simulated version of an authentic 1934 still image of 
biplanes flying over the Taj Mahal. Randolph officials believe 
“someone” with the 435th Flying Training Squadron, which 
moved from Randolph to Moody AFB in Valdosta, Ga., about 
two years ago, made the image at home on a personal 
computer.  

“I have a specific idea as to who might have done this, but I 
have no proof,” said Ralph Monson, a spokesman for 
Randolph's 12th Flying Training Wing.  

Public affairs officials at Moody AFB and with the 435th had 
no response today.  

No formal reprimand likely awaits the originator of the photo image, since it appears no Air Force 
resources were used in its production. But the person might get a tongue-lashing from Monson, since 
Randolph officials have received daily calls and e-mails about it from across the country for about a year. 

“I wish the person had used a notation saying it was a computerized image,” he said. “And maybe they 
did, originally. But it was passed all around via e-mail, and some think it's real.”  

Even Air Force personnel have asked about the image. It would likely take approval from two four-star 
generals, not to mention clearance from the Federal Aviation Administration, to fly such a formation at a 
low altitude today, Monson said.  

“I can't conceive of anyone even asking for that,” he said. “I'm not sure what level you'd have to go for 
approval to do that. It would likely require the president's authorization.”  

There even have been rumors that NASA officials were in a snit, thinking Randolph had staged the 
flyover without inviting leaders of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, he said.  

A blown-up version of the original 1934 image, shot at Randolph as part of the film “West Point of the Air,” 
appears on a wall mural at the officer's club on the base, Monson said. He did not know whether the 
image is from a still photograph or a frame from the film.  

This fake image, which has been sent around the 
country as an e-mail attachment, often with a 
patriotic message, appears to be a simulated 
version of an authentic 1934 still image of biplanes 
flying over the Taj Mahal at Randolph AFB. 
Courtesy photo 
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E-mail image of Randolph’s Taj Mahal produces unreal response, Con’t. 

Someone apparently used a computer to replace the 36 biplanes in the 1934 image with T-38s, used for 
modern jet-fighter training, in the new version that caused the “e-mail stir,” said Tech Sgt. Kimberly 
Spencer, a noncommissioned officer in charge of community relations with the training wing.  

“There have been so many rumors flying around,” she said.  

While the photo hasn't been the subject of complaints about misuse of tax dollars, it has been a source of 
curiosity.  

“A lot of people have been asking if it's real,” Spencer said. 
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Photo of 'Taj Mahal' flyover may be patriotic, but it's not real 
   
By Scott Huddleston  
San Antonio Express-News  
Web Posted : 03/06/2003 12:00 AM  
   
A photo image of a 31-plane "USA" formation of jets flying over Randolph AFB's famous "Taj Mahal" that 
has been widely circulated by e-mail is a fake, according to base officials.  

The image, which has been sent around the country as an e-
mail attachment, often with a patriotic message, appears to 
be a simulated version of an authentic 1934 still image of 
biplanes flying over the Taj Mahal, the base administration 
building.  

Randolph officials believe someone with the 435th Flying 
Training Squadron, which moved from Randolph to Moody 
AFB in Valdosta, Ga., about two years ago, made the image 
at home on a personal computer.  

"I have a specific idea as to who might have done this, but I 
have no proof," said Ralph Monson, spokesman for 
Randolph's 12th Flying Training Wing.  

Public affairs officials at Moody AFB and with the 435th had 
no response Wednesday.  

No formal reprimand likely awaits the originator of the photo 
image, since it appears no Air Force resources were used in 
its production. But the person might get a tongue-lashing 
from Monson, since Randolph officials have received daily 
calls and e-mails about it from across the country for about a 
year.  

"I wish the person had used a notation saying it was a 
computerized image," he said. "And maybe they did, 
originally. But it was passed all around via e-mail, and some 
think it's real."  

Even Air Force personnel have asked about the image. It likely would take approval from two four-star 
generals, not to mention clearance from the Federal Aviation Administration, to fly such a formation at a 
low altitude today, Monson said.  

"I can't conceive of anyone even asking for that," he said. "I'm not sure what level you'd have to go for 
approval to do that. It would likely require the president's authorization."  

A blown-up version of the original 1934 image, shot using 36 biplanes at Randolph as part of the film  

This image of 31 jets over Randolph AFB's 'Taj 
Mahal' is an electronically manipulated photo.  

Courtesy photos  

This 1934 photo of an actual flyover with biplanes 
was made in support of the film 'West Point of the 
Air.'  
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Photo of 'Taj Mahal' flyover may be patriotic, but it's not real, Con’t. 

"West Point of the Air," appears on a wall mural at the officer's club on the base, Monson said.  

Someone apparently used a computer to re-create the 1934 image with T-38s, used for modern jet-fighter 
training, in the new version that caused the "e-mail stir," said Tech Sgt. Kimberly Spencer, 
noncommissioned officer in charge of community relations with the training wing.  

While the photo hasn't been the subject of complaints about misuse of tax dollars, it has been a source of 
curiosity.  

"A lot of people have been asking if it's real," Spencer said. 
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Flying steady 
 
By: Robert Barron, Staff Writer March 05, 2003  

Enid delegation discusses base closure in Washington, D.C.  
Enid's efforts to protect and enhance Vance Air Force Base are on the right track, "at least for now." 

Secretary of the Air Force James Roche told a group of Enid delegates Tuesday encroachment protection 
of Vance Air Force Base, available airspace and quality of life as it pertains to education of military 
families are of highest priorities, said Mike Cooper, president of Vance Task Force and member of Vance 
Development Authority. 

Education issues include children of military members seeking higher education, he said. 

About 32 Enid people spoke to Roche about the 2005 base closure round, military personnel, 
privatization and aircraft on the way to Vance. 

The 2005 base closure round will focus on the process to shape the military infrastructure to maximize 
operational capability of the armed forces, he said. 

Roche told the group he is pleased with the sales tax and bond issues passed by Enid voters in February 
to strengthen education and said the military is taking a sensible approach he says will boil down to 
"where we can fly, where families can have a decent life and schools are good," Cooper said. 

The importance of privatization to free up military construction dollars for the war fighters will be 
important, said Fred Kuhne, deputy assistant secretary of Military Installations. 

"Community leaders have become the mothers and fathers to our military men and women, not only in 
the time of war but every day," Kuhne said.  

U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas called the discussions with Pentagon officials "worthwhile." 

"The gentleman responsible for military construction money said he is pleased that Vance is managed in 
an efficient manner," said Lucas, R-Okla. 

"The gentleman in human resources indicated he thinks there will be a steady need for good pilots in the 
future," Lucas said. 

Things are going very well, Cooper said. 

"We've been meeting with Secretary Roche, and he reiterated some things we already knew and 
highlighted those," Cooper said. 
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Enid delegation discusses base closure in Washington, D.C., Con’t. 

Passage of the improvement plan for schools was important to Air Force officials, he said. 

"It was a great meeting to be able to understand how the new criteria will be developed," Cooper said. 
"We also feel comfortable we are, at least for the moment, on the right track on protection and 
enhancement efforts." 

Cooper complimented U.S. Sens. Don Nickles and Jim Inhofe, both R-Okla., as well as Lucas for their 
assistance. 

"We give them our ideas, and they help carry that through," he said. "Since the meeting, we have some 
level of confidence that what we are doing is the right thing." 

Interaction with Pentagon officials proved "very productive," Lucas said. 

"The Pentagon is a very busy place these days. By the expression on their faces and their mannerisms, it 
is a very busy place," Lucas said. 

He said he was pleased at the number of people in the Air Force who had time to discuss the future of 
Enid. 

"The mayor and councilmen who worked so hard as always did a good job. It's nice having a good, 
proactive, bright group of constituents who work so hard," Lucas said. 

 


